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Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1896 edition. Excerpt: . Il THE SONG BIRDS Conditions favourable to rheumatism
have also proved favourable to roses about Lockthorpe. The important event of the village calendar is quite
aware of this fact: strawberries, early apples, raspberries, and rhubarb are mighty factors of the flower-show,
no doubt, but the show is timed mainly with an eye to roses. It is a great event. No sooner has one show passed
than thoughts begin to revolve about the next one; and though time rolls on to a winter of preparations, a
decided cooling off in most instances, all warm up again into interest when the buds bring another perigee in
sight. For one reason, it is not an agricultural neighbourhood. The village potentates are bagmen; the villagers
work principally at old-fashioned looms, either straddling with the insolence of necessity across cottage floors,
elbowing domestic effects into obscure corners, or in the ramshackle shops of their employers. As yet only one
modest factory has been planted at the end of Lockthorpe nearest the town, with steam, real steam, if you
please, that finds employment for the hands of the foremost and most enterprising bagman. Suppose you have
come from the town by omnibus, carrier s cart, private conveyance, or the new line of rails (it s seven miles if
you walk, and the roads, if not dusty, are heavy). Prom the factory as you go, there is a whish--clamp--whir-z-z
all the way up the street, while women sit in the...
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