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Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand ***** Excerpt from New York as an Eighteenth Century Municipality,
Vol. 75: Prior to 1731 The infant city of New Amsterdam in 1653 was small in area, small in population. From the
wall south to the water was a scant half-mile. The length of the wall representing the greatest latitudinal reach
of the city was about the same. North of the wall was wildness or possibly wilderness. From the water s edge
narrow streets that had grown, or better, were growing out of lanes, reached up the hill toward the wall. This
wall and the fort at the island s tip end were two evidences, at least, of the fact that a garrison was a permanent
part of the town s equipment. Within the area of the fort was the church, peace being guaranteed by military
strength. Out of the space bordering the fort on the land-side quite naturally a broader road led northward -
the Broad Way. What later became Broad Street was then a ditch or inlet from the harbor, the Graght, as the
Dutch called it. The story of how pathways fringed this inlet on either side until orders were given to fill it in is
told in the third chapter, entitled Regulation of Land and Streets. The visitor to the young city would also be
impressed very quickly with the commercial aspect of the place. Within easy reach of the fort eastward were the
weigh-house and dock the one dock - that served the municipality for over half a century. The care of this dock
was one of the governments most vexing problems. About the Publisher Forgotten Books publishes hundreds of
thousands of rare...
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