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Detective Fiction in the U.S., 7 entries in the bibliography, language: English, abstract: Only the one, who looks
for wisdom, but does not declare to be the one who has already found it can call himself a wise man. -
Especially in our present world this quote from Seneca, who lived at the beginning of the first century, is more
and more proven to be true. Most of all the field of religion is aEected by these words. Long time the church
declared to know the absolute and unmistakable truth of our world. But today our science-stamped knowledge
more and more disproves many dogmas spread by the church. Yet, religion is not the only field where this
quote can be employed. Also in our daily activities and lives, people who overestimate their knowledge and
capabilities normally never reach their aims. This does not always has to do with arrogance. Sometimes people
simply think that what they know and do has to be right or perfect because it is what 'the mass' would think or
do. But in most cases it is better to think before acting, to be diEerent from the mass, especially to think
diEerent to achieve things, the mass would not be able to achieve. No quote would be more appropriate for
Edgar Allen Poe's story The Purloined Letter, than that from Seneca. Only the Detective Dupin, who is looking
for the truth is able to find it, because he does not underestimate the gifts of his...
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