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indexed. Not illustrated. 1875 Excerpt: . that the worst is over, and that better days are coming. We have
unbounded faith in that policy, leading, as it does, circumspectly but safely to Free Trade, which my friend and
colleague, Herr Delbriick, and I, as his humble companion, have been enabled to pursue. And so strong is our
conviction of its excellence that, if Germany should resolve upon a change in her economic policy, this change
would certainly be preceded or accompanied by a change of Cabinet. Loud cheers from all benches followed
this declaration. As for the Chancellor of the German Empire, you are aware, Gentlemen, that with him the love
of Free Trade is not an acquired taste, for the landed gentry of Prussia are essentially Free Traders. This
hereditary predilection has, however, grown into a broad principle in his mind. It has been observed that the
advisers on economic matters whom Prince Bismarck has drawn round his person have acquired that public
estimation which gave them a claim to the places they occupy by years of disinterested advocacy of those
principles for which the Cobden Club labours to obtain universal acceptance. I am not sure whether Free Trade
ever had seasons of more critical import to pass through. Were it not for the genius of Cavour still ruling the
destinies of Italy--if we could not trust Hungarian interests to outweigh an ignorant cry for Protection in parts of
Austria--and if Germany was vacillating, which she is not--where would be...
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