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Geography, grade: 1 (A), University of Aberdeen (English Department), course: Read the City - Read the Text, 11
entries in the bibliography, language: English, comment: Cultural Study to the Theme Los Angeles Cultural
Study to the Theme Los Angeles , abstract: Edward W. Soja called Los Angeles the quintessential postmodern
metropolis . This, however, shall not be the premise of my argument in this essay, because of the obvious
danger of circularity. Yet | will use postmodern critics and compare my findings to postmodern models of
culture, space and society. | will not discuss the term postmodernism itself, simply because the range of this
essay does not allow my entering this ongoing debate. The term will be used as denoting both a period,
beginning, for my purposes, in the 1960s, and a theory of cultural tendencies in contemporary life. For this
essay, | will assume that postmodernism is a fact, a part of everyday reality, and that it differs substantially
from modernism. The main body of this essay will consist of a discussion of the fundamental factors which
define Los Angeles as postmodern space. | will focus on particularities that distinguish Los Angeles from other
cities, most of all from those which have not yet crossed the threshold of postmodernity. Firstly, | will investigate
the geographical instability of the city; the fact that it is threatened to be annihilated by natural forces such as
earthquakes and the desert. Secondly, | will address the idea of the city as a desert, its horizontality, its vastness,
its lack of centre. Thirdly, the structure on...
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