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SUNYA PURUSA: BAUDDHA VAISNAVISM OF ORISSA (SERIES:
UTKAL STUDIES IN PHILOSOPHY 12)

D.K. Printworld (P) Ltd., New Delhi, 2005. Hardcover. Book Condition: New. First edition. 15 x 23 cm. This
pioneering study of the indigenous philosophical tradition of Orissa which evolved between the 15th-16th
century CE brings into limelight the wonderful syncretism of Buddhism and Vaisnavism, traditions that are
generally considered philosophically antithetical. A deep metaphysical quest underlies the enquiries and
analyses of this assimilative tradition and is epitomized in the works of the philosopher-poets of Orissa in the
concept of the Sunya Purusa-the ineFable, indescribable and non-dual reality. This is a unique concept that
encompasses within its fold the idea of Jagannatha as Sunya. The author explores the whole range of Indian
philosophical heritage including Vaisnavism, Buddhism, Advaita Vedanta, Yoga, and Natha tradition to bring
out the highpoints of this rare philosophical tradition. She, very competently, throws light on the philosophical
theories/concepts of Bauddha Vaisnavism-Vaisnavic in form but Buddhist in spirit. The book is a valuable guide
on this distinctive Orissan Vaisnava tradition to all students and scholars of Indian religion and philosophy.
Contents Prologue Key to Transliteration Introduction : 1. Classical Tradition vis-a-vis Medieval Tradition 2. The
Fundamentals of the Santha Tradition 3. The Santha Tradition of Orissa 4. The Task Ahead Part A : THE
CULTURAL MILIEU : I. THE CULTURAL HERITAGE OF ORISSA II. THE JAGANNATHA DHARMA : 1. The Iconography
of Jagannatha 2. Origin of the Cult - the Nature of Controversy III. VAISNAVISM IN ORISSA : 1. The Origin of the
Cult 2. Vaisnavism and Orissa 3. The Major Trends of Vaisnavism in Orissa 4. Vedantin Vaisnavism 5. Prema-
Bhakti Tradition of Sri Caitanya IV. BUDDHISM IN ORISSA : 1. Buddhism and Orissa 2. Tantric Buddhism and
Orissa 3. Uddiyana Pitha 4. Tantric Buddhism as Presented in the 5. Santha Literature Vajrayana and
Jagannathism 6. An Outline...
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