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Nonetheless is a book written to fulfill a long standing promise. When Deacon Fran Hoyer worked as Assistant
Chaplain in federal prison, the ladies would ask that she tell people that life for women in prison is not as
traumatic as it is portrayed in the media. Their concern is that some of their family members are frantic with
worry. Most of the women are mothers of young children who have nightmares, picturing their mom in a
dungeon. So she promised, Someday day Ill write a book about you and thats how this book came into
existence. The author begins by tracing the steps of how a suburban woman in her 60s became involved with
women in prison. After six years her ministry came to an abrupt halt as a result of 911. During this time though
she met a wide variety of imprisoned women, from all walks of life, all of whom depended on her for spiritual
counseling. They ranged from homeless women who purposely committed minor crimes, just enough to be
housed in the prison for the winter months, to a college professor who could never imagine her companion
could be involved in illegal dealings. Deacon Fran used notes from her journals, articles written for church
newsletters, and memories to give the readers a glimpse of prison life. We read of a woman giving birth in a
cell, women on suicide watch, women frightened for their safety, women taking control of their surroundings
and most of all, women interacting with women. Some were high profile cases and others unknown to anyone
other than their intimate families. In advocating for the rights of these women, the author points out the many
abuses in the system....
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