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Theclassics.Us, United States, 2013. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 246 x 189 mm. Language: English . Brand
New Book ***** Print on Demand *****This historic book may have numerous typos and missing text.
Purchasers can usually download a free scanned copy of the original book (without typos) from the publisher.
Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1909 edition. Excerpt: . chapter iii the ministry of the apostles The Christian church,
asitappeared in history for 1500 years, had for its officers bishops, priests, and deacons--these at least were the
most important figures and they alone the constant figures in its ministry. And through all these centuries no
serious question was raised about this threefold order of the clergy or about the obligation which lay upon
every Christian to accept their ministrations--that is to say, to use the sacraments administered by them, and to
receive their instruction in the word of God. Amidst much that is variable in the ancient and mediaeval catholic
church, amidst many local and partial developments, there are, we may say, four institutions or elements
which can claim a catholicity quite unrivalled--that is, the creed or summary of the Christian faith, the canon of
sacred scriptures, the sacraments, and the ministry of bishops, presbyters, and deacons. This ministry, it was
believed, Christ Himself had instituted and authorized when He instituted the church. He had instituted it in the
persons of the apostles. And it was intended to perpetuate itself; and when it became evident that the first
generation of Christians was not to see the end of the world, it did perpetuate itself by way of succession--by the
transmission to a succession of persons down the generations of the ministerial authority first given by Jesus
Christ to the apostles: they transmitted their authority, that is to say, in so...
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