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mean that slaveholding is illegal, as other criminal practices are illegal We affirm that there is no legislation in
any of the States that makes it legal. We maintain that, even without any legislation against slavery, it is now
the right and duty of the Courts of Justice to liberate any slave who may bring a suit for his or her freedom.
Why Slavery is lllegal. We affirm its illegality on two general grounds: First, Slavery can not possibly be
legalized. Second, If it could be, it never has been, and is not now, legalized in this country. The ground first
mentioned is that of an universal and immutable principle; the second is that of history, and of existing local
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declare the right to liberty to be inalienable, and that statutes against fundamental morality are void. The
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