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Book ***** Print on Demand *****.U.S.-China economic ties have expanded substantially over the past several
years; total U.S.-China trade rose from $5 billion in 1980 to $122 billion in 2001; China is now the fourth-largest
U.S. trading partner. Yet, U.S.China commercial relations have been strained by a number of issues, including a
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practices, and its failure to provide adequate protection for U.S. intellectual property rights (IPR). During the
1990s, the United States actively pressed China to liberalize its trade regime and improve protection of U.S. IPR.
Under the threat of U.S. trade sanctions, China signed bilateral trade agreements with the United States on
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